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Unlikely FriendshipsÂ meetsÂ Marley and Me. In this heartwarming gift book, author Rebecca

Ascher-Walsh presents a collection of inspiring dog stories and touching photos--dogs who comfort

veterans, dogs who learn to surf, dogs who detect cancer, and dogs who save the day: Each one is

devoted. These 38 uplifting dog stories showcase the most amazing dog rescues,

accomplishments, and abilities that fascinate us and touch our hearts.
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Anyone who loves dogs will love and appreciate this book. "Devoted" tells the brief stories of 38

dogs and their human companions, and each one celebrates the bond that we humans have with

our dogs.I enjoyed all the stories, but I was especially touched by the story of Schoep (which I think

is pronounced "Shep") and his owner, John Unger. Schoep was adopted by Unger from a shelter in

Wisconsin, and he was probably the dog most in need and least likely to be adopted. Nonetheless,

Unger wanted to adopt a dog that had been abused and help him realize his full potential. Unger

worked tirelessly with Schoep and eventually transformed the dog into a wonderful pet. The best

part of the story, though, is that, just as Unger had saved Schoep, Schoep eventually returned the

favor, as only the thought of leaving Schoep alone saved Unger from killing himself at an incredibly

low period in his life. Readers will love the photograph of Unger floating in the water with Schoep

lying on his chest, asleep and perfectly content.This is only one of the many stories of the fantastic

intelligence, loyalty, inventiveness, and amusement that dogs offer in return for our custody of them.



I was impressed by the variety of dog breeds that were represented in these stories, especially by

the number of "pit bulls" that appeared. This breed has an unjustified reputation for vicious behavior,

and this little book will do much to help readers overcome any prejudices they have. There were a

few greyhounds as well, and as I have a cousin who works with greyhound rescue, I know firsthand

how wonderful this breed is as a pet.The book is replete with beautiful photographs as well: the

reader sees each dog profiled and usually his or her owner as well.
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